2                        LIVES OF THE POETS.
of Caston, a Welsh family, by whom he had two sons,
John, the poet, and Christopher, who studied the law/and
adhered, as the law taught him, to the king's party, for
which he was awhile persecuted; but having, by his
5 brother's interest, obtained permission to live in quiet, he
supported himself so honourably by chamber-practice, that,
soon after the accession of King James, he was knighted
' and made a judge; but, his constitution being too weak
for business, he retired before any disreputable compliances
10 became necessary.
He had likewise a daughter Anne, whom he married
with a considerable fortune to Edward Phillips, who came
from Shrewsbury, and rose in the Crown-office to be
secondary: by him she had two sons, John and Edward,
15 who were educated by the poet, and from whom is de-
rived the only authentic account of his domestic manners.
(^John the poet, was born in his father's house, at the
Spread Eagle, in Bread Street, Dec. 9, 1608, between six
and seven in the morning.    His  father appears to have
20been very solicitous about his education;  for he was in-
structed  at  first  by   private tuition   under   the   care   of
. Thomas   Young,   who  was  afterwards   chaplain   to   the
English merchants at Hamburgh, and of whom we have
reason to think well, since his scholar considered him as
25 worthy of an epistolary elegy.
He was then sent to St. Paul's school, under the care of
Mr. Gill; and removed, in the beginning of his sixteenth
year, to Christ's College, in Cambridge, where he entered
a sizar, Feb. 12, 1624.
go He was at this time eminently skilled in the Latin tongue;
and he himself, by annexing the dates to his first com-
positions, a boast of which Politian had given him an
example, seems to commend the eariiness of his own